
How can I become more connected with nature? What is my role 
in creating a healthy and sustainable city? Why are urban parks 
important? How can I design an environmental initiative that will 
positively impact my community? 

Home to the Shepard Wetland, the largest constructed stormwater 
treatment wetland in Canada, Ralph Klein Park provides opportunities 
for students and teachers to learn about environmental stewardship. 
Experiences at this site are designed to encourage citizens to 
act more sustainably. The LEED Platinum Certified building was 
constructed to facilitate transformative experiences, allowing citizens 
to reclaim meaningful connections to nature. The idea of “we all live 
downstream from someone else” and the importance of urban parks 
is demonstrated through environmental education opportunities. 

City EcoAction School creates engaged and informed citizens who can 
make sustainable choices for Calgary’s environmental future. This 
program showcases many different aspects of The City of Calgary, 
educates program participants on the complexities of public spaces, 
and highlights potential career opportunities to the next generation. 
These learning experiences focus on developing skills and knowledge, 
with the intent of shifting attitudes and creating environmental 
awareness in our daily lives. 

Throughout this experience, program participants expand their 
understanding of the important role they play within the larger 
community.  Students and teachers are presented with the 
opportunity to work alongside subject-matter experts who share 
information about City services, planning decisions, and available 
resources. They are then able to share this information with members 
of their own communities.

Journaling and other reflection-based activities will enrich students 
understanding of the Shepard Wetland and its wildlife. Observing the 
wetland habitat and surrounding landscapes allows for place-based 
learning, developing a changemaking attitude. Hands-on activities 
lead to meaningful discussions on how to coexist with nature while 
balancing human needs.  Through storytelling and creative activities, 
students are encouraged to reflect on their connection to the natural 
world and intentionally consider their role as an environmentally 
responsible citizen.  
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